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“I could bring my voyageur paddle to 
the event.” mary Lou said to me 
quietly as we brainstormed possible 

decorations for an upcoming alumni event. 
Knowing that mary Lou’s voyageur counselor 
paddle would trump any centerpiece i could 
conceive of, i nodded my head enthusiastically. 

“That would be amazing!” i responded. after 
some conversation, mary Lou promised to 
send me the quote that was etched onto the 
paddle alongside her route and the names of 
her voyageur campers. as promised, an email 
arrived in my inbox within a week with the 
following words: 

 “It’s times like these that you come to 
know…How much a part of everything you 
are…How much all things are a part of 
you…”

while i didn’t travel with 
mary Lou and her camp-
ers down Savant Lake in 
1966, i could imagine 
the power of these 
words for mary Lou and 
her campers. whether 
you are a new pathfinder or a seasoned voya-
geur or mountaineer, these words perfectly 
describe the overwhelming feeling of being 
both intensely connected to those in your 
group and to the expansive wilderness you 
are lucky enough to travel through. Students 
who spend time at widji in the fall, winter and 
spring months similarly describe the feeling 
more connected than ever before to the natu-
ral world and to their classmates.

Of course, for most of us in the widji com-
munity, the time we’ve spent in the 
woods is dwarfed by time in the “front 
country”—building careers, homes, 
families, and new adventures. yet, in my 
role as current chair of the widji board, 
the quote feels more relevant now than 
ever before. 

It’s times like these that you come to 
know…

On the evening mary Lou told me 
about her paddle, we were two of eight 
volunteers gathered around a table at 
café Latte in St. paul. we were meeting 
as part of the alumni and community 

Relations committee, a group spanning 
multiple generations comprised of board 
members, former board members, and 
current widji staff. The very next morning i 
joined another group of volunteers who met 
before the sun rose to share coffee and 

conversation about plans for the new widji 
ampitheater. just tonight i was included on an 
email thread for the widji History Task Force, 
a small but mighty group of widji alumni, 
board members, and camper parents commit-
ted to capturing and preserving widji’s history 
and stories. 

This is only one week of events formally 
connected to the widji board. i know that 
there are countless other meet-ups, reunion 
trips, coffee dates, and family traditions that 
are buoyed by connections and commitment 
forged in Ely’s forest, on northern lakes and 
streams, or mountain passes. t

letter from the board chair
2015 Widji 
Board Members
matt anfang
matt Bailey
will Brunnquell
Shelley carpenter
Lucy cosgrove
maude dornfeld
marjorie Fedyszyn
cindy  gardner
mark garrison
Edward garvey
jeri glick-anderson
jenny Hagberg
anne Hartnett
meike Hengelfelt
Tom Hiendlmayr
megan Holleran
mark Holloway
jacqui Holmes
anne Hoyt Taff
chris johnson
david Kilpatrick
mary Lou wood Lamain
Kevin  Lagos
david Lauth
anne  Lindquist
peter Loewenson
Bonnie Lohman
Bruce maher
Lynne meyer
dave mink
ned patterson
jeff Rick
Sandra Samuelson
Lee Schafer
mary Stoick
paul Sugden
Erin walsh

By ERin waLSH, BOaRd cHaiR

Year-round Staff 2015   
PrograM Staff 
Liz flinn – executive director 
Kathleen floberg – Wilderness Program director 
Brian geisler – Summer Program director 
erik Johnson – Kitchen Manager 
Lauren ott – Marketing Coordinator 
Karen Pick – outdoor Learning Program director 
Linda ramacier – financial development director 
Jim Schwartz – Canoe Master 
Joe Smith – Property Manager

 adMInIStratIve Staff 
Jen fogel – administrative Coordinator 
tracey ryman – administrative Coordinator 
Jennifer Weinzirl - administrative Coordinator

Erin walsh
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from the director

enroLLMent HIStorY

 CaMPerS 2015 2014 2013 2012 

 Summer Session campers 697 706 603 652 

 Organizational group campers 50 41 51 38 

 Fall/winter/Spring campers 1564 1617 1553 1535 

 year Round Total 2311 2364 2207 2225

  
 CaMPer daYS 2015 2014 2013 2012 

 Summer Session campers 12,097 12,452 12,186 13,421 

 Organizational group campers 438 341 355 291 

 Fall/winter/Spring campers 6,026 6,114 6,178 5,346 

 year Round Total 18,561 18,907 18,719 19,058

In december, camp widjiwagan was 
pleased to hire amy Hadow who joined 
the administration team as the Summer 

program director. we were excited to wel-
come amy for many reasons, but her hiring 
marked a milestone in widji’s history. For the 
first time Widji’s leadership team and board 
chair were all female…

Erin walsh – Board chair, Liz Flinn – Executive 
director, Karen pick – Outdoor Learning 
program director, Kathleen Floberg – 
wilderness program director, and amy Hadow 
– Summer program director (widji’s not for-
getting the contributions of joe Smith —we 
couldn’t operate without him!)

and all have also been both campers and 
staff. (i’m afraid i can’t claim to be quite as 
accomplished as the other four since i am the 
only one who has not led a voyageur trip). 
The other wonderful thing about this group of 
leaders is that they all have a depth of experi-
ence leading trips and working with teens 
outside of widjiwagan. They are also highly 
educated, each one possessing a master’s 
degree. So not only do they understand The 
widji way, they are quite capable of bringing 
a fresh perspective that continues to help 
camp grow. 

what is important for widjiwagan now 
and in the future is a team of leaders 
that understands that challenges and the 
benefits of wilderness travel with teens. The 
world of wilderness travel is changing. There 

are advance-
ments in gear, 
including use of 
satellite phones 
and bear barrels 
for food storage.  
There are ever-
changing permit requirements for backpacking 
and canoeing areas. There are new trainings, 
including Swift water Rescue for advanced 
canoe leaders and trainings that focus on the 
emotional health of teens, that are required 
for summer staff. There are also threats to 
the environment; the possibility of mining in 
the Boundary waters canoe area is of great 
concern.

So while a team of women leading camp 
Widjiwagan is significant, even more impor-
tant is that these women are incredibly 
qualified and experienced. Widji is in good 
hands. t 

amy Hadow

By Liz FLinn, ExEcuTivE diREcTOR

Liz Flinn
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gold trip changes lives of campers  
and counselors alike 
By cLaiRE BuRgESOn, SummER TRaiL STaFF

Last summer, i had the incredible opportunity to lead a 
relatively new trip for widji, the gOLd trip. and that is 
exactly what it was: gOLd, in every sense of the word.

while it’s actually an acronym for girls Outdoor Leadership 
program, the trip really stood out to me on another 
level, like gold does amongst stones. Five amazing young 
women came up to camp, most of them with no camping 
experience, and changed the way i see the outdoors, 
leadership and my job.

The gOLd program is unique in its setup. generally about 
half of the kids pay full camp tuition, and some pay half or 
nothing but the registration fee. This mixes up the socio-
economic backgrounds of the kids in the group, and brings 
something very different to the table. when you are in the 
on-trail, it does not matter how much money you have; it is 
about the people you are travelling with.

The girls were surprised about a lot of things, like how 
tippy and heavy the canoes were, but they quickly surprised 

me by their positive attitudes and maturity. my co-lead and 
i taught them how to make cinnamon rolls, and they taught 
us how to dance. 

it is often that counselors learn more than campers do, 
because although we can teach skills, our campers can 
teach us more: the importance of achievement. it comes in 
all forms, from finishing a hard portage to giggling together 
during a flash rainstorm. I’ve been hard-pressed to find 
anything more rewarding. 

The end of the trip brought tears from those five young 
women, even though they had been at camp for less than 
a week. it was amazing to watch them mixed in with the 
other campers, like little pieces of gold with new outlooks 
and skills to pass on. i thank my lucky stars for getting 
to meet those girls, and can’t wait to see the program 
continue. t
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By KaREn picK, OuTdOOR LEaRning pROgRam diREcTOR

Widji received this thank you letter after spending 
the morning at the Ely School doing a variety of 
teambuilding activities with Ely’s sixth, seventh and 

eighth grades. The faculty and administration at the school had 
contacted us a month earlier to ask if we could help them try 
to improve the spirit of community among their students. They 
felt that the students didn’t work particularly well together and 
weren’t supportive of each other. Together, we brainstormed 
a plan to do a morning a of teambuilding activities with the 
students on one of the first days of school. Each Widji instruc-
tor was assigned a group of students to work with. initially, 
the students were skeptical and not too sure what to make of 
us. However, as we began leading icebreak-
ers, playing games and doing a variety of 
activities, they became more comfortable 
and started joining in the fun. By the end 
of the morning, students who were hesitant 
to talk to each other at first, were laughing, 
joking and more willing to work together in 
a positive and supportive way. it was a great 
start to the Ely School year and a fun way to 
kick off widji’s fall season. t

Widji staff brings a jumpstart to ely middle school

gROupS paRTicipaTing in widji’S OuTdOOR LEaRning pROgRam-2015

Blake School
BOLd gOLd program
Brightwater montessori
By the Light of the moon Knitting
carondelet catholic School
Ely Brownie Troop
Ely girl Scouts
Ely memorial middle & High School
Expo Elementary
Fall women’s weekend
Friends & Family of anne murphy
great River School
groveland park Elementary
jefferson community School
King of Kings
Lake country montessori
Life House
marshall School
montessori School of duluth
northrop urban Environmental School

northwest passage High School
Oak Hill montessori
Olson middle School
Seward montessori
Shakopee area catholic School
South High School
Southern adventist university
St. paul academy
St. Therese of deephaven
university of minnesota- 
      institute of child development
valley view middle School
widji Leaders
washington Elementary 
widjiwagan Board
wilder Foundation youth Leadership initiative
winter women’s weekend
yinghua academy
youth mEa Retreat

“dear Karen and the widji staff,  
The Ely middle School faculty wanted to thank you 
for working with us to make this day happen. what 
an awESOmE day!!! we have received nothing but 
positive feedback from the students. i can tell that 
together we have made a wonderful impact in the 
growth of our middle school students. you all deserve 
to pat yourselves on the back for a job well done. 
Thanks again. we are excited to build upon the good 
energy you have helped us create.”
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the new tb circle
By KaTHLEEn FLOBERg,  
wiLdERnESS pROgRam diREcTOR

If you returned to the TB circle today after 
many years away, you would see both familiar 
and new sights. The same picnic table where 

groups plan their meals still sits in the center, the 
old basketball hoop is still standing, and the rack 
of dozens of wooden paddles awaits campers to 
adopt them for their paddling adventures. 

However, you’d also notice that the Tripping center 
is a new color, there is a brand new canoe shop, 
and the Trail Building is now devoid of gear and 
food. But don’t worry, those things aren’t gone, 
we have just moved them to the Tripping center. 
The renovation of the Tripping center and the 
relocation of all the trail food and gear may have 
changed where “pack-outs” and “pack-ins” take 
place, but the essence of the experience remains 
intact. campers and their counselors still walk 
through their personal and group goals with the 
ever-excited TB staff, hundreds of pounds of 
powdered and dry food items get put into bags 
for trail, and groups organize all their packs into 
portable homes for the days to come.

The new Tripping center allows programming to 
run much more smoothly. all our gear is in one 
open, organized, and visible space which allows 
staff to inventory and assess gear without crawl-
ing into deep, dark cabinets. The new gear repair 
area provides enough room and light to sew tents, 
fix pack straps, sort warranty items and houses 
multiple sewing machines. There is also a new 
Locker Building where groups store their personal 
belongings that aren’t going on trail with them. all 
of this allows more time for the TB staff to interface 
with groups, demo new recipes, and explain the 
difference between all the white powders that look 
exactly the same. 

another part of the experience that has remained 
intact is the ethic of respect all our campers and 
staff show the gear that helps them have a won-
derful trail experience. The widji community takes 
such great care of their gear, themselves, each 
other, and the environment. after all, that is “The 
widji way.” t

tHIS HaPPened In tHe tB CIrCLe In 2015
750 campers departed for their trips!

the new gear storage area  
in the tripping Center houses:

80 blue tarps
9 different types of tents
64 whisperlight stoves
75 whitewater helmets
177 fuel bottles
40 fire grates
215 duluth packs

 
the new food room packed out:
 7 types of powdered sauces 
 4 types of potatoes 
 5 types of pudding

 
2015 voyageur &  

mountaineer  leaders:
voYageurS 

nick Herringer—coppermine River 
andrew johnson—Hanbury-Thelon Rivers 

Kate Hale—Thelon River 
amy Hadow—Elk-Thelon Rivers 

Sarah alexander—Hanbury-Thelon Rivers

MountaIneerS 
Joey Griffith—ANWR 

charlotte muzzi—anwR 
Katie pierce—anwR
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julia and james adams
james c. andre
walter and virginia Bailey
armand and Beverly Ball
Sandra m. Bjorndahl
gretchen and Brian Boyer
greg E. Bradbury
john and jill Bradford
geoffrey Brewster
mary Broeker
philip and Ellen Bruner
carmen a. Brunner
Evelyn g. Buetow
john Burke and Kathleen joyce
polly m. Burnham
michael and marcia Bussey
peter Butler
arta cheney
gary and jane clements
douglas and Kathleen clock
paul and Rachel craighead
Karen and alan crossley
Blake and Sandra davis
Kelly R. davis
Steven diede
mairi c. doerr
charles driscoll
Sharon K. Erickson
ann and dwight Ericsson
Betty Felix
Elizabeth p. Fesler
nancy Fesler

Elizabeth L. Flinn
james dorsey Flinsch Sr
Frederick and dorothy Forro
james and joan gardner
jamie and cindy gardner
Edward and dana garvey
judith gavin
jean geist
Laura j. giaquinto
jean K. godfrey
william gray
Sue and Bob greenberg
ann i. guhman
Linda gustafson and Roxy port
Rose m. gustafson
Tom Hiendlmayr and jan Ormasa
geoffrey and Linda Hirt
christine and douglas Hlavacek
Lucy Hollinshead
mary Horak Binger
Ruth and john Huss
john and polly jackson
nathanial jacobson
david and judy jerde
charlotte and ward johnson
Frank and meredith johnson
arthur and martha Kaemmer
john and Sally Katter
cheryl and daniel Kelley
Esther and martin Kellogg
dessie p. Koch
Tom and cheryl Kranz

mary Lou Lamain
mary Levins
judith Frost Lewis and Stephen 
Lewis
georgia R. Lindeke
darwyn and marie Linder
armin and virginia Luehrs
Kay Lyford
Kent and Barbara Lyford
Katherine mackenzie
Kristine maritz
gayle Rose martinez
david and Sherla mayer
paul T. mcarthur
Elspeth and F. william mcclelland
Lynne meyer and mary walser
Ranlet and Beth miner
jonathan and martha morgan
anne and david murphy
janet nast
uri neren
Robert and Sarah newman
nedra nicholls
Richard and nancy nicholson
joan Ostergren & james alexander
doug and phyl Ostergren
joanne Oyen
Thomas paper and Eleanor Bigelow
john patterson and julie Sonier
Thomas and Sally patterson
Steve patzman
nancy g. priedeman

mary jo Quehl
Thomas m. Racciatti
Linda and dominic Ramacier
margaret a. Rarig
Katie Reed
gary and gale Rick
Tom and donna Riley
gwyneth Rochlin
winthrop and Barbara Rockwell
virginia Ruddy
donna Runyon
alan and Sally Ruvelson
connie and Kenneth Sansome
john Saxhaug and Lynn Rabinovitch
john Shepard and Suzanne Brust
Lee and peg Skold
michael Smuk
connie and Byron Starns
mary and mark Stoick
ned and jean Therrien
Rolf Thompson and cj jacobson
Kathryn Tiede
james and marianne ude
jane E. verby
jennette wasmund
jim and ann wheeler
david and Suzanne white
john and janice wilke
Robert R. wilke
daniel and Ruth willius
Emily w. wilmer

Ymca camp Widjiwagan heritage club 2016

HoW You Can HeLP SuStaIn WIdJIWagan
YMCa Camp Widjiwagan endowment funds provide essential support for camperships, programs, operations and more.  

Your donations will help.

t gifts to the ymca camp widjiwagan general Endowment Fund provide support to widjiwagan where needed most.

t Tribute gifts to any fund may be made in honor, memory or appreciation of friends or loved ones. 

t include camp widjiwagan in your will or estate plan and be recognized as a Heritage club member.

t For information on establishing a named fund, please contact Linda Ramacier or Liz Flinn at 651.645.6605 or linda.ramacier@ymcatwincities.org  
or liz.flinn@ymcatwincities.org

t Send donations to “ymca camp widjiwagan Endowment” and write the name of the fund you are contributing to in the memo line.

 YMCa Camp Widjiwagan   532 County road f, Hudson, Wisconsin 54016

THanK yOu HERiTagE cLuB mEmBERS FOR yOuR cOmmiTmEnT TO FuTuRE gEnERaTiOnS.

LuCY SoderStroM 
dIStInguISHed YoutH Leader

Lucy was very involved with the widji Leader’s 
program. She was a very enthusiastic participant and 
leader. at weekly events, Lucy always had a big smile 
on her face, a positive attitude, and was willing to 
share about aspects of leadership above and beyond 
the Leaders program. volunteer events that she was a 
part of have included holiday caroling, widji/du nord 
garage sale, city of Lakes Loppett, and y-Run. The 
staff coordinators of the Leaders have been continu-
ally impressed with her maturity, leadership ability 
and enthusiasm throughout the year. Lucy is pictured 
above at a ymca event where she was honored for 
her outstanding volunteer work.

Lucy is completing her senior year at Orono Senior 
High School. She will participate on a voyageur trip 
this summer.  t

glen gunderson, Lucy, and Todd Tibbits
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10-Year tour of camp
By jOE SmiTH, pROpERTy managER

I thought it would be useful to report a summary of construc-
tion and maintenance projects completed at widjiwagan over 
the last ten years (when Liz started) rather than try to create 

an interesting story of what has been done in the last year (we 
moved lots of rocks and worked on some buildings). i think it is 
important to see the forest through the trees at times. i’ll take 
you from one end of widji to the other, ending at the sauna—a 
good place to finish trips.

Canoe Shelter – It used to be that the first stall was the canoe 
shop in the front half and gear drying lines in the back. during 
the last several decades the function of this stall evolved into 
life jacket storage (pFds) and map storage in the front half and 
multiple storage lockers in the back. The whole area has now 
become PFD storage with a new slab floor and partition wall. 
The footings for the entire building were stabilized and a drain-
age system installed to prevent further frost heaves. a metal 
roof was installed. while doing this some structural decay was 
discovered and repaired.

What still remains to be done – new wiring and light fixtures 
and additional racks for four more canoes in the second stall. 
i believe a lynx may have been using the loft over the old shop 
area before the renovation. i found a half-eaten snowshoe hare 
and an obvious toilet area during demolition.

a shed roof was built for the north Canoe in front of the TB. 
we were fortunate to have 
the project labor donated 
by pinckney construction. 
Further on down the path 
at the lake, new stringers 
and decking were added to 
shore up the tB dock.

trail Building – it was 
originally designed to serve 
two functions: 1- trail 
food and gear storage 
and distribution; 2 - a trip 
planning resource area and 
history display in the front 
“voyageur Room.” widji 
still serves these needs 

but the number of staff and campers is now beyond what the 
Trail Building was designed for. The solution was to change 
the function of the Tripping center, built in the 90s as a canoe 
shop and locker building, to be the location that stores the 
gear and food for wilderness trips. The whole Trail Building is 
now dedicated to serving the function of the original “voyageur 
Room” with the additional capabilities of being used year 
round. also there is a new porch on the lake side. construction 
details included the addition of insulation in the ceiling and 
installation of a metal roof. we ground the old varnish off the 
interior logs (while grinding, you could tell by aroma where 
the different trail foods had been stored). a treatment was 
applied to the bare logs to deter beetles from eating them, 
then new stain and varnish was applied. Lastly, new doors 
and windows were installed. Because of structural demise, a 
new floor system, joists on up to a tile covering with in-floor 
heat, was installed. a more complete drainage and vent system 
were added to protect the floor. (The decision was made for 
new floor joists after I fell through the old floor twice during 
demolition).

Canoe Program Building – This was built because care of our 
canoes while on trail has always been a pillar of “The widji 
way.” we now have the ability to continue the lesson with a 
canoe program Building where campers and staff are able to 
care for, repair, and build canoes. joe Seliga, the master canoe 
builder who lived in Ely, chose widji as the place to have to 
leave his canoe form for building wood canvas canoes after he 
died. The combination of legacy and knowledge that we have to 
offer is unique.

tripping Center – as noted before, this is now the place where 
trail gear is stored and repaired, where trail groups go to pack 
out food and equipment. Some building upgrades had to happen 
including a metal roof along with new windows in the clerestory. 
For the porches, posts were added to support the roof and a 
railing added to the back porch. new paneling and siding were 
added for appearance and to deter creatures. all food handling 
areas were brought up to code with stainless steel counters and 
plastic bins and a sink was added. The gear area (the previous 
canoe Shop) received lots of steel wire shelving, a new double 
door and a new flooring. Footings were added to stabilize the 
building. i shoveled the old shingles off in the winter because 
snow won’t leak and cause water damage. 

Sigurd olson Center 
– Our Trail Food is 
delivered here in bulk 
quantities. in the 
basement we have a 
“food room” for stor-
age and packaging 
into trail group size 
units. improvements 
were made to the 
food room including 
sealing the floor with 
an epoxy finish and 
covering the ceiling 
with tile.

Locker Building – 
This was built to 
provide a place for 
campers to store 
personal stuff while 

on trail. it replaces some locker space lost in the Tripping center 
renovation and the tearing down of the old “Block House.” The 
scheduled logistics required that the slab was poured in the 
winter. we had one day to go from an undisturbed site to a 
poured slab inside a plastic tent with heat. we started with some 
minor vegetation removal—there was an opening with no large 
pines that was a good spot for the new building. The snow was 
scooped away with a Bobcat. Then a large excavator started 
scooping the frozen dirt into the widji dump truck. we soon 
discovered why there were no large pines in that area, it was the 
site of the old widji dump, (we found lots of motts apple juice 
cans). unfortunately, we didn’t have time for true archaeology 
dig (although i did save an old boot and a coffee can).

CaBInS…
director’s Cabin – The bathroom floor was rebuilt since the 
sub-floor had become mushy. The large front picture window 
was replaced, as were all of the windows on the “original” side 
of the cabin. Moose Cabin – interior varnish ground off, logs 
treated to prevent beetles. Loon Cabin – metal roof, new door, 
and foundation repaired. Beaver Cabin – metal roof, new door, 
foundation and siding repaired. otter Cabin – interior varnish 
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ground off, logs treated to prevent beetles. deer Cabin – metal 
roof, new door, some structure and siding repaired. Lynx Cabin 
– hand scribed log siding added to a small exterior area around 
a heater vent to blend with the rest of the cabin. Bear den – 
converted from a summer-only building to a year-round cabin. 
The cabin was lifted on a trailer and moved toward the lake. a 
heated slab was poured on the original site, the trailer pulled 
back and the cabin put in place. This involved tearing down a 
chimney and removing the wood floor. There are new windows 
and door, wiring and lights. The lifting of the building was 
done with a bunch of hydraulic jacks and wood blocks. moving 
the cabin was handled by jim Richards on one side with an 
excavator, and me on the other side with the skidder. we com-
municated by shaking the building a certain number of times.
Hillside and Hilltop Staff Cabins – porches were improved 
structurally, and new carpeting added to Hillside.

Kirby dining Hall – new light fixtures in the Entry Hall and Annex. 
we are preparing for a new metal roof to go on this spring.

CaBInS ContInued…
osprey – this was the Camp Office for many years, then the 
Staff Lounge, then overflow summer staff housing. It was 
located next to Kirby dining Hall. it is a beautifully built log 
structure (one of seven log structures at widji built by Robert 
zimmerman, from grand portage). it is now a year round camper 
cabin. it was disassembled and moved to the old tennis court 
site between Fox and wolf cabins. The disassembly happened 
at the end of summer when trail staff could be used for their 
contribution of mind, spirit, and body (in varying proportions).

Paths – with Osprey in a new location we were able to build 
a new path from the east side of widji to the front of Kirby. 
Something that would be comparable to the experience of walk-
ing cabin Row. To add to the landscaping, new “Thought For The 
day” steps and path steps to Kirby and Fox cabin were built. 
The steps were done with a tremendous effort from volunteers 
over one weekend in the fall of 2015. The path required a large 
retaining wall, 100 feet long, with two rows of rock. Some of 
the rocks could only be moved by positioning the rock between 
the bucket and track of the excavator. Then the excavator would 
be tipped so the track against the rock was in the air. That track 
would be put into reverse pushing the rock onto the bucket. The 
rest of the rock i found all over the camp and brought with the 
skidder. To complete the landscaping this summer, we will create 

a campfire area, aka “amphitheater” and grade the A-field for 
better drainage and a safer playing surface. Lights have already 
been added for winter night time games.

More CaBInS…
Wolf Cabin – there were some real problems solved by removing 
a dysfunctional chimney, adding a metal roof, tearing out what 
was left of the fiberglass insulation under the floor and replac-
ing with spray-foam insulation, pouring new footings under 
the floor, and replacing the doors and windows. I had quite an 
adventure while crawling under the floor. At one point I placed 
my hand on something which did not feel like dirt, and it turned 
out to be mummified house cat.

nye Cabin – a new metal roof, siding repair, refinished floor, a new 
ceiling (no more trap door for the “ghost”), and two new doors.

Caribou Cabin – there were some design flaws in the original 
structure, most important being the ridge pole ran entirely 

through the chimney leading to inevitable rot. The chimney was 
also used as the main support for the roof system which did 
not work in a log building as the walls settle, but the chimney 
does not. The remedy was to remove the chimney and splice 
the rotten roof members and support them on a new wall (the 
logs walls having settled completely by now). new windows and 
doors were added along with a metal roof. a favorite memory 
of mine during this time was that trail staff Scott Sugden rode 
a bicycle all the way from the Twin cities to spend half a day 
operating a jack hammer on the chimney before spending the 
evening playing flute with me on the fiddle at a wedding dance.

Sauna – a new stove, new roof were added and a new chimney 
was constructed. new spray foam insulation was also added 
in the ceiling. a beautiful new wood shed (thanks volunteers) 
was constructed just outside the Sauna. while removing the old 
fiberglass insulation I discovered more snake skins than I could 
count.

A few more noteworthy projects – A fire suppression system for 
forest fire protection was added for the whole camp. Every biffy 
has now been replaced with ones that meet code and standards. 
more cabins than not now have new exterior stain.

all in all camp looks great and i am proud of the work completed 
by staff, volunteers and our committed group of contractors. 
The Buildings & property committee of the widji Board is work-
ing on a plan for the next ten years, which i’m sure will keep me 
busy too. t
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in memoriam

Peter BISHoff 
peter Bishoff passed away december 4, 2015, at the age of 45. He was 
a camper in the 1980s, a work camper and active participant in the widji 
Leaders program. One of his greatest loves was sharing the outdoors with 
others.

peter was beloved by many for his gentle, compassionate, loving spirit, 
his sense of adventure and humor, story-telling and his love for music and 
cooking. active in the photography community, peter had a remarkable talent 
for capturing a unique perspective in the beauty of a moment or the essence 
of a person. Freely sharing his infectious smile with all in his path, he will be 
greatly missed by his wide circle of friends.

He is survived by mother Kay andrews, brothers joseph (Tammy), andy 
(Brittany) and many nieces, nephews and cousins. 

On behalf of all peter’s widji friends, a big thank you for your contributions 
to the “goFundme” program in support of peter and his family.

MaLCoLM e. CaMMaCK
malcolm E. cammack passed away at the 
cammack Family Farm on Thursday, September 
24, 2015—just six days shy of his 91st birth-
day. never one to want a fuss made over him, 
it was his wish that his obituary read: “He died 
and a service was held yesterday.” 

He is survived by his bride of 66 years, 
Elizabeth “Betty” Bancroft cammack, his children 
and their spouses: Huck & chrissie cammack, 
Richie & ann cammack, Elizabeth “Binkie” & 
greg closmore, debbie & Rob muller, Sally & 
jack miesen and julie & Brigg Backer, his 17 
grandchildren, and his four great grandchildren. 

malcomb served on the widjiwagan Board in 
the ‘50s and early ‘60s and annually supported 
the camp for over seven decades. many of his 
children and grandchildren have been widji 
campers. Through malcomb and Betty’s annual 
giving, many campers who could not afford the 
Widji experience have benefitted.

donaLd HennIng eYInCK 
donald Henning Eyinck died peacefully on may 7, 2015. He is survived by his 
sister Lois Eyinck (the first Widji female Voyageur Leader), niece Diana Turner 
and her three children. also, Richard and Liz charbonneau Family.

don was a widji and St. croix camper in the 1940s and a widji trail guide, 
under the leadership of camp director Ted gray. He served in the air corps 
during world war ii, graduated from the university of alaska, Fairbanks 
as a civil Engineer and served as city engineer and manager for the city of 
Fairbanks. in 1963, he returned to the family business that his grandparents 
owned, Strauss Skate and Bicycle in maplewood. The family was renowned 
as Saint paul Skate makers and don thoroughly enjoyed serving customers’ 
needs until he retired in 2011. He was so proud to carry on the business 
that he grandparents opened in 1887 and continues to thrive today.

a memorial fund will keep don’s legacy alive at camps widjiwagan, St. croix, 
and Menogyn for generations to come, allowing many campers to benefit 
from his generosity.

CHrIStIna “tIna” (neLSon) graY
christina “Tina” (nelson) gray, passed away on december 18, 2015 at the 
age of 102. Tina was born december 6, 1913 to Frank and Laura nelson in 
St. paul, minnesota. She graduated with a Social degree from the university 
of minnesota. Tina then worked for the St. paul ywca until her marriage 
to Edward “Ted” gray on april 11, 1939. Ted became the camp director of 
camp widjiwagan from 1940-1945. Tina had fond memories of widji and 
living in nye cabin for all those summers.

Tina was an active member of the y’s mennetts Service club and a former 
member of St. Timothy Lutheran church in St. paul. She was an avid card 
player and loved minnesota sports. Tina also loved spending summers at the 
cabin that she and Ted built near Orr, minnesota on Kjostad Lake.

Tina is survived by her son Bill, daughter Barbara wenschlag, four grandchil-
dren and nine great-grandchildren. 

To perpetuate Tina’s legacy, memorials were directed to the Frank and Laura 
Nelson Memorial Fund. This was the first endowment fund established in 
1962, benefitting Camps Widjiwagan and St. Croix with an investment of a 
little over $20,000 and the distribution has amounted to nearly $300,000. 
The proceeds have provided campership for thousands of youth and teens, 
and serves as a living memorial for many of the nelson Family and extended 
family members over four generations. 
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in memoriam

Peter HoWeLL
peter Howell, 86, passed peacefully on august 19, 2015 with his family at 
his side. Survived by wife, gladys, daughters mary (Steve) Langlie, charlotte 
Howell, son Thomas Howell, four grandchildren, and one great granddaughter. 

peter will remembered as a dedicated ymca camp volunteer for most of his 
adult life. The Howells were annual supporters of camps widjiwagan, St. 
croix and du nord for many, many decades. at widji, peter was a camper and 
then a staff parent in the ‘80s. He served on the camp St. croix Board, 1972 
through the ‘90s, was a volunteer campaigner for the annual campaign in 
the ‘70s through the 2000s, and he contributed to many work projects. The 
Howells were also very active at camp du nord as campers, volunteers for 
the annual campaign, work weekends and rarely did they miss an opportunity 
to work at the garage sales, benefitting both du Nord and Widji. The camps 
were so important to peter and gladys that they became Heritage club 
members, perpetuating their legacy and ensuring the future of the camps for 
generations to come.

HeradIo LoPez
Heradio Lopez, a widji camper and staff parent, passed away peacefully 
in his home surrounded by family and other loved ones on September 28, 
2015, at the age of 61. 

He is survived by wife Elizabeth, sons Heradio “Tre” and alejandro, daughters 
cassandra and Sophia, and mother maria. 

Known to all as “H,” and “The world’s  
greatest puerto Rican,” Heradio was a loving husband, devoted father, and 
dedicated coach. a great spirit and friend to all, Heradio will be greatly 
missed. 

in Heradio’s memory, a memorial gift was given to widji’s general 
Endowment Fund, also honoring his daughter Sophia for her work as a widji 
trail counselor. 

WILLIaM “BILL” MaCKenzIe
william “Bill” mackenzie and his wife Kay, fell in love with widji while attend-
ing their grandchildren’s Bryan, Shannon, abby and will’s camper banquets 
in the 2000s. Bill and Kay were very impressed with the program and the 
impact that widji made on their family. They decided to support widji’s 
annual campaign, two capital projects, established a named endowment 
fund in honor of their grandchildren and became Heritage club members. Bill 
passed away unexpectedly on march 24, 2015.

Bill graduated from high school in mankato. after high school he joined 
the navy v12 program and attended gustavus adolphus college and the 
university of wisconsin, where he graduated in 1948 with a degree in 
chemical engineering. He worked his entire career for the 3m company, 
starting in the lab, then becoming a plant manager in Schenectady, ny and in 
camarillo, ca. He spent the last 24 years of his career in St. paul, retiring as 
Staff vice president of Quality and manufacturing. 

Bill married Katherine Kannenberg in 1949 and they were happily married for 
65 years. He loved to travel, play golf, bridge, read, hunt and camp. most of 
all he loved his family. He is survived by his wife, Kay; sister, nancy (gordy) 
justus; children, Karen mackenzie (Brooks donald), and Thomas (judith) 
mackenzie; 4 grandchildren, Bryan (Katie) donald, Shannon (nathan) appy, 
abigail (Tony) Basile, 
will mackenzie; 4 great-
grandchildren, charles 
and atticus donald, 
maelyn appy and john 
Basile.

To honor Bill, memori-
als were directed 
to the Bill and Kay 
mackenzie Endowment 
Fund in honor of their 
grandchildren.
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BerYL devIne PontHan
Beryl devine ponthan died peacefully on September 10, 
2015. Beryl is survived her sons dave and Rick ponthan and 
their families including six grandchildren and seven great 
granddaughters.

Born on march 13th, 1915 in panama, she graduated from 
central High School in St. paul and macalester college in 1936 
with a degree in music. She was an active member in many col-
lege organizations including Sai. 

Beryl met Harold in the canoe country, then married at central 
presbyterian church in St. paul, mn on October 2, 1942. They 
enjoyed 62 years together. after Harold’s military service at 
Fort Leonard wood, missouri was completed, they moved back 
to St. paul and started their family. in 1960, they moved to new 
mexico as part of Harold’s career with american Linen Supply 
company. They returned to Shoreview, minnesota in 1963. 
Beryl and Hal lost their son Steve in 1974, in a Navy flight 
accident. after 13 years of retirement in minnesota, Beryl and 
Hal moved to Rio Rancho, new mexico in 1995. They enjoyed 
the beautiful scenery, weather and their log cabin in the pecos 
wilderness where they celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary with family. 

Beryl was an accomplished pianist and organist, who enjoyed 
playing at social events, church services, for widjiwagan friends, 
and at family gatherings. most of all, she enjoyed accompanying 
Hal as he sang with and for various groups. 

after Hal’s passing in 2005, Beryl continued to live indepen-
dently at home in new mexico. She enjoyed attending First 
presbyterian church in albuquerque every Sunday, pEO meet-
ings, visits from friends and family and her trips to visit family 
in minnesota on most holidays through the christmas and new 
year. in 2014, Beryl moved to St Louis park, mn and eventually 
into parkwood Shores to be close to family. She celebrated her 
100th birthday in march. 

To honor Beryl’s memory, memorials were directed to the Hal 
Ponthan Endowment Fund, benefitting many Widji Campers who 
could not otherwise afford the experience.

JanetH “JannY” WaLKer 
janeth “janny” walker, who passed away january 13, 2015, 
served on the widjiwagan Board in the late 1960s early 1970s. 
She will be remembered as a dedicated community volunteer 
who got things done for many non-profit organizations. Janny 
would say “you never lose when you work for the common 
good.” Her professional career included sportswear buyer for 
cook’s and young Quinlin’s, and Residential director for united 
Way of Saint Paul where she developed one of the first United 
way planned giving and endowment program in the country.

janny was born February 14, 1922. She married platt walker in 
1947 and they had 58 years together. janny is survived by her 
children platt (Barbara), james, janny (paul), Thomas, william, 
two grandchildren and one great-great granddaughter.

janny and platt and family spent their summers at pine Beach 
peninsula on gull Lake. She was active in sports including 
skating, skiing, tennis, fishing with her father, and sailing with 
platt. janny graduated from St. paul central High School in 
1940, attended night school at university of minnesota three 
years and throughout her life attended lectures at um and St. 
Thomas. She loved the symphony and theatre, family, bridge, 
travel, and parties. She loved life.

janny knew the impact that widjiwagan had on her children and 
so the family established “The platt walker Family” Endowment 
Fund. janny and platt’s legacy lives on through this fund, 
insuring that campers for generations to come will have the 
same experience that their children 
experienced.

BeSSIe WaSenda
Bessie wasenda passed away February 15, 2015 after a 
purpose-filled life that began May 19, 1917, at the age of 97. 

She was preceded in death by husband john, son dr. 
gregory (Shannon) wasenda and is survived by daughter 
Tanya Bergman (alan Haak), granddaughters Rebecca (chris) 
maher, molly (Eric) Risberg, and 7 great grandchildren who 
deeply loved their granny. 

Bessie found enjoyment in her employment at j.c. penney, 
playing sports like racquetball and snowshoeing, exercis-
ing at the ymca and traveling the world. Those who knew 
her well remember her smile, “the look”, and her sly subtle 
humor which complemented john’s craziness. She has left 
a legacy to all who benefited from her commitment to feed 
the world. Starting out as a child working in her mother’s 
greek diner, through decades of volunteer efforts with 
meals on wheels, Food for Friends, Loaves and Fishes, or 
just sharing a pot of homemade soup with any acquaintance 
in need, she showed her love through food. 

Bessie and her husband john were dedicated annual cam-
paign supporters for many decades to widjiwagan and the 
South Family Branch ymca. They were generous in welcom-
ing and hosting out-of-state widji campers in the 1960s, 
when they had campers. john is remembered as mr. ymca 
man, for being a dedicated volunteer at the y and Bessie 
was always there in his support.

in memoriam
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october 5, 2015 marked the 30th anni-
versary of the death of Robin ahrens, 
former widji camper and, at age 33, the 

first female FBI agent killed in the line of duty. 
Her short time at the bureau capped a life full of 
tackling difficult tasks head on.

The official FBI report on the shooting, states 
“The actions of special agent Robin L. ahrens 
during the night of 10-4-85 appear to be logical, 
justified and predictable. It is not known why the 
agents shot at special agent ahrens.” The report concludes 
that the agents who shot her “were near panic and exhibited 
faulty and atrocious judgment when they fatally shot ahrens.”

“She was involved in the investigation of a fugitive, Kenneth 
don Barrett. during the course of effecting an arrest, agent 
ahrens was fatally shot by other agents. Basically she was out 
on surveillance, and special agent ahrens was mistaken for an 
armed associate of the fugitive,” said Farinacci. ahrens, who 
was wearing body armor at the time of the incident, was shot 
three times and died from a head wound the next morning.

The chance for women to serve as agents in the Federal Bureau 
of investigation did not come until 1972. FBi director j. Edgar 
Hoover, the agency’s only director for 48 years, refused to 
allow women to even apply; claiming they couldn’t handle the 
physical rigors of the job. when Hoover died, the rules quickly 
changed. 

Robin was involved with widjiwagan, for many years, as a 
camper from 1965 to 1970, and as a counselor from 1971 to 
1975. She was in the international Exchange program in 1969, 
a voyageur in 1970 and a voyageur leader in 1975.

At age 23, as Widjiwagan counselor, she led five young women 
on a 34- day, 420-mile canoe trip through the wilds of 
northern manitoba, canada. in 1975, they navigated dozens of 
rapids, and encountered six polar bears. canadian authorities 
had warned the group against the challenging journey; pos-
sibly because it was dangerous; possibly because there was 
no male calling the shots. But bears, rapids and the daunting 
responsibility for the lives of five 18-year-olds never made 
Ahrens flinch.

ahren’s 1975 voyaguer campers included julie gustafson, nina 
Koch, Ruth Robertson, Kristen Tinglum and genie zarling. They 

travelled from Raindeer Lake and the cochrane 
River to the Seal River and Hudson Bay. “i remem-
ber her as an incredibly strong lady, physically and 
emotionally. anything that came up, she was calm. 
She just had it together,” said nina Koch. 

ahrens water-skied, snow-skied, camped and 
canoed. with her formidable athletic skills and 
thirst for adventures, it was no surprise that 
after graduating from utah State university and 
teaching school for a few years, ahrens pursued 

another challenge, also a bold choice for a woman: becoming 
an FBi agent.

Her entry to the FBi was serendipitous. while teaching high 
school in Virginia, she took some Reserve Officers’ Training 
corps students to the bureau’s facility in Quantico for a chance 
to check out the physical training course, which she completed 
as well. an FBi instructor noted her athletic ability and immedi-
ately encouraged her to apply to be an agent.

christy Buetow was ahrens’ voyageur counselor in 1970 
when Ahrens, then 18, was one of five young women who 
completed another epic canoe journey, this one a 22-day, 
300-mile trip on the Berens River to winnipeg. Follow camp-
ers included Lucy Hollinshead, Ruean mores Taylor, penny 
Sugden and janny walker.

Buetow and the other four women on that trip all attended 
ahrens’ funeral. She said they reminisced about hefting and 
hauling their canoes, and singing as they paddled. “Robin really 
was open and engaging. we’ll keep her in our hearts the rest 
of our lives,” said Buetow. “anybody who knew Robin knew she 
didn’t shrink back from things. whatever job you asked her to 
do, she would be putting her all into it.”

when Robin lost her life in1985, the ahrens’ Family directed 
memorials to widjiwagan. with the memorials, an endowment 
fund was established in her name called “The Robin ahrens 
memorial Fund.” memorial gifts totaled $4,627, distribution 
thus far is $10,427 and the market value is $8,559. The initial 
memorial gift keeps on giving, changing lives by making the 
widji way possible for new generation, while keeping Robin’s 
legacy alive.

—This story is adapted from women’s enews, October 2015; 
marsha walton author. used by permission. 

heritage highlight: Remembering Robin ahrens
Lou eLLe and rICHard (dICK) Wood
Lou Elle and Richard (dick) wood, together in life and forever in 
eternity. Lou passed away on december 31, 2014 and dick on 
march 14, 2015. dick and Lou’s lives were built on their shared 
faith, love and generosity of spirit. dick often said the secret 
to their happy marriage was never going to bed angry at one 
another. 

The woods loved to travel and their interests were varied. They 
both loved hockey. michigan Tech was their favorite team and 
they traveled there for every home game that they could. They 
even entertained the team at their St. paul home whenever the 
team came through the cities. The players became extended 
family to them and they proudly followed their lives after college. 
Of course they also followed the vikings, the Twins, the Saints 
and professional golf 

Lou Elle was the assistant Head Bookkeeper for Burlington 
northern Railroad. She was responsible for all of the entertain-
ment, travel and housing expenses for the executives. at the 
age of 75, Lou took up painting and she excelled at her natural 
talent, much to her own amazement.

dick was an accountant and retired from Federal-Hoffman 
Engineering in 1988. He also worked at the ammunition 
plant in arden Hills, where he held the position of payroll and 
accounting director. dick was so proud of the fact that he 
memorized over 300 of the union workers names and badge 
numbers, never having to look up a number making it more 
personal when handing out each person’s check.

dick, Lou and their daughter mary Lou rarely missed a widji 
reunion, a spring banquet, garage sale or Heritage club dinner. 
Lou served on the widjiwagan Board in the late ‘50s early ‘60s. 
They supported camp in all aspects, so it is fitting that memo-
rial wer directed to widjiwagan’s general Endowment Fund, 
perpetuating dick and Lou’s legacy, enabling campers to have a 
life lasting experience.



14 |  ymca camp widjiwagan 

gIftS In KInd:
matt anfang-Board/Staff ice cream Social
apres party and Tent Rental - items for garage Sale
donna Biedron-Freeze dried food, tools, sawhorses and tarps
judith gavin-Seliga canoe, books
geoff Hirt-Backpacking equipment
ned and jean Therrien – Seliga canoe
Frogg Toggs – Rain jackets and pants 
wellington management-Storage space 
 
garage SaLe voLunteerS: 
numerous and dedicated volunteers drove the garage sale to success once again 
last year. Sale proceeds benefit Camps Widjiwagan and du Nord Garage Sale 
endowment fund to support scholarships.  

HeaLtH ProfeSSIonaLS:                  non-Board CoMMIttee MeMBerS: 
jean Bentley
pat Eid
mary Herr
Kevin Lagos 
Karen Lowenson
christen miller
Erin Omann
deborah Ralston
amery Robinson
julie Schultz
Sharon Sivertsen-modrijan  
Sarah Steele 

christy Buetow
mark Bixby
Bruce cassleton
peter currie
dwight Ericsson
Kate Hale
Tom Hiendlmayr 
dave jerde 
Eric johnson

Stacey mackay
dave mayer
Lynne meyer
Elizabeth miller
Leigh Onnka
john patterson
Rebecca Salter
Kate Starns
Laura wellington     

mary and george loved the outdoors and camping. in the 
1960s and ‘70s they sent their three children to widjiwagan. 
george became a widji Board member in the 1970s and 
contributed his engineering skills preserving cabins and 
shoreline for years to come. with mary and george’s love of 
the north woods and Burntside Lake, they purchased Ring 
Rock island for their family. The island is .49 acres, near crab 
Lake portage. george built an a-frame on the property and 
they enjoyed camping on their island for many decades. 

mary and george’s children, Bill, Katherine and Bob, 
decided that it was fitting to donate Ring Rock Island to 
camps widjiwagan and du nord to honor their parents and 
perpetuate their lives. The camps most graciously accepted 
this generous contribution. The island was dedicated on 
Labor day weekend 2015. a plaque is erected on the island 
keeping mary and george’s memory alive.

widji and du nord campers appreciated Ring Rock island 
throughout 2015 and will continue for years and generations 
to come thanks to the children of mary and george Levin. t

in memoriam  2015 fInanCIaL aSSIStanCe reCIPIentS 
  SummER ORganizaTiOnaL ScHOOL-yEaR TOTaL  
  campERS    
      
  
    numBER OF individuaLS 68   14   413   495  
     

 dOLLaR amOunTS $90,764 $16,800 $36,124 $143,688 
     

 totaL CaMPerS 697   50   1,564   2,311

in memoRY of maRY and geoRge levin

The plaque on the island reads:

Ring Rock Island
Mary and George Levin

Mary and George Levin loved the outdoors,  
camping, Burntside Lake and the North Woods.

Ring Rock Island was a place that they  
could enjoy these together with their family.

George Levin was a member of  
Camp Widjiwagan’s Board,  
and the contributions of his  

engineering expertise helped to preserve 
Widjiwagan’s cabins and shoreline for  

generations to come.

May their memory be a blessing.

Donated by their children, November, 2014
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James adams Memorial endowment fund
in memory of James P. adams
julia and james adams
The Bakker-arkema Family
Elizabeth H. cobb
john and anne dowdle
jana Ernakovich
james garvie
joy gray-donald
Tom Hiendlmayr and jan Ormasa
james and Kathy Lisson
igors and donna Svistunenko
in honor of Kelly and Clay Pear’s marriage
in memory of James P. adams
Kelly and clay pear

dr. Bob Bjorndahl endowment fund
in memory of Bob Bjorndahl
Betty Felix

gordon Brown, Jr. endowment
Linda B. Harris

Warner S. Brown Memorial fund
anonymous

Kevin Burke Memorial endowment fund
anonymous

Bussey family endowment fund
which benefits YMCA Camps du Nord, St. 
Croix, and Widjiwagan
in memory of Mary Bussey
michael and marcia Bussey

Charles & Michael Cheney Memorial 
endowment fund
in memory of Charles Cheney
arta cheney

Cornwell family endowment fund
Sally and john Katter

Chandler & Carol davis Memorial fund
in memory of Lillian devries
Thomas and Sally patterson
alan and Sally Ruvelson

Kelly davis advanced trip endowment fund
in honor of tom and Sally Patterson
jane davis Bennett

david Warner doerr & Charles adams doerr 
Memorial endowment
mairi c. doerr

ericsson/Lundahl family endowment fund
ann and dwight Ericsson

gardner family endowment fund
james and joan gardner

aeSL garvey endowment fund
Edward and dana garvey

otis godfrey endowment fund
in memory of otis godfrey
jean K. godfrey

greenberg family endowment fund
Sue and Bob greenberg
in honor of Sue greenberg
wendy dowling

Ju-Ka-Lin gustafson endowment fund
Linda gustafson and Roxy port

the Hirt family endowment fund for 
advanced trips
geoffrey and Linda Hirt

david e. and Judy Jerde endowment fund
mark and Sarah jerde

Herbert o. Johnson Memorial fund
in honor of Kirsten Johnson
in honor of alissa Johnson
judith miller

Bruce Koci Memorial Wood Canvas Canoe 
fund
Robert and Ruth Baker

armin & virginia Luehrs Campership 
endowment
in honor of Whitey and ginny
gary and jane clements
whitey and ginny Luehrs

rodger and Katherine Lundberg 
Endowment Fund which benefits YMCA 
Camps du nord and Widjiwagan
Susan and michael johnson

Christopher t. Lyford Memorial  
endowment fund
Kay Lyford

 

William & Katherine Mackenzie 
grandchildren endowment fund
in memory of William Mackenzie
Stanley and georgia Bachman
Hope ann Barker
dale m. Borgeson
patricia and Richard clemmer
norman and jerri densmore
Katherine m. devine
charlton dietz
mary jane and Thomas donald
gordon and nancy Elleby
Elizabeth L. Flinn
Tom Hiendlmayr and jan Ormasa
jennifer and Keith johnson
Rick and jill johnson
Louise and Richard jones
nancy and gordon justus
jewel and albert Lalim
jane S. Lick
Kenneth and jean Linwick
Robert Lord
Katherine mackenzie
john and mary Lou marschall
william and mary petersen
mary and Robert Shurson
pearl E. Stack
mary Lou and joseph Stark
Barbara and gary Strandemo
glenn and carol wallace
jean w. wohlrabe
Richard a. young
Harold and Ruth ziemann

frank and Laura nelson Memorial fund
which benefits YMCA Camps St. Croix and 
Widjiwagan
in honor of Merle and Sandra Mattson
Steven mattson
in memory of Christina “tina” gray
nealna and donald gylling
Linda and dominic Ramacier
mavis n. zachary

Harry & Shirley nye endowment fund
penny maines and Knute johnson

robert olander ecology fund
Olander Family Fund of Orange county 
community Foundation

ormasa-Hiendlmayr fund for  
advanced trips
Tom Hiendlmayr and jan Ormasa

ostergren family endowment fund
joan Ostergren and james alexander

Hal Ponthan Memorial fund
in memory of Beryl Ponthan
T.a. and m.a. Beaumount
christine g. Buetow
judith and james decker
whitey and ginny Luehrs
diane L. nelson
carol pickett
Linda and dominic Ramacier

racciatti family endowment fund
Thomas m. Racciatti
Sara and Kris johnson
Bank of america charitable Foundation,
  matching gift for mark and alecia Stenseth
in honor of thomas racciatti
mark and alecia Stenseth

Linda and dominic ramacier  
endowment fund
in memory of Patrick ramacier
in memory of gina ramacier
Lynne meyer and mary walser
Tom Hiendlmayr and jan Ormasa
in memory of Lou ella and dick Wood
Linda and dominic Ramacier

rick family endowment fund
in memory of Bob rick
Stewart Brown
jeff and Roxanne Rick
Bank of america charitable Foundation,
  matching gift for jeff and Roxanne Rick

Winthrop and Barbara rockwell  
endowment fund
Barbara and win Rockwell

rob runyon endowment fund
in memory of rob runyon
donald and Sharon Fleming
donna Runyon
Lois Runyon Kadlec

nora & Joe Seliga Wood Canoe endowment 
fund in memory of nora and Joe Seliga
alter metal Recycling in honor of the  
 Bell Bern Family
gary and jane clements

Platt Walker Memorial fund
in memory of Janeth Walker
matt Boisen
andrea Brainard
calabash properties of St. paul LLc
Susan cammack
monica joyce-walker and Robert walker
Elizabeth m. Kiernat
wes and deirdre Kramer
Thomas and Beda ann Lewis
pine Beach peninsula association
james and joy wheeler

Willis estate endowment fund
daniel and Ruth willius

YMCa Camp Widjiwagan fall/Winter/Spring 
environmental education fund
anonymous gifts

YMCa Camp Widjiwagan  
advanced trip fund
in memory of Bob and Sue Hengelfelt
in memory of Jack and Sue Cornwell
in memory of Betty Kilpatrick
The Profit Club

2015 endowment gifts
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YMCa Camps Widjiwagan and du nord  
garage Sale endowment fund
2015 Sales

YMCa Camp Widjiwagan general  
endowment fund
anonymous
mark Bixby and Keelin Kane
mike Blandford
paul H. Boening
david Booth and ann Tobin
clifton Brittain and peggy Ladner
jeremy c. Burns
mark and mary cahill
chuck Handlon and nancy wheeler Handlon
jeri glick-anderson and charles anderson
john ipsen & Kristan wegerson
Sara mairs and daniel Steinhacker
Kris maritz
Lynne meyer and mary walser
Ran and Beth miner
ned patterson and Susan Schloff
melissa Raphan and Thomas Rock
Sandra and james Rutzick
The gordon and jeanne Shepard Family Fund   
 of the Saint paul Foundation, directed by   
 john Shepard and Suzanne Brust
judith Swanson
women’s Foundation of minnesota
in memory of Bryce Kilby
nancy and Tim gavin
in memory of Herdio Lopez
in honor of Sophia Lopez
Lillian Eckstein and Family

in memory of evelyn nordman
gj nordman
john vanderhoof 

in honor of  
david & Sara Wellington’s Wedding
anne nelson Kersey

in memory of Lou ella and dick Wood
armand and Beverly Ball
gary and jane clements
joan and Lancelot diggs
Elizabeth L. Flinn
Tom Hiendlmayr and jan Ormasa
patricia Hurd
jan johnson
Lynne meyer and mary walser
margaret muscatell
peter and patricia nash
paul pagel and marjorie Holsten
john Saxhaug and Lynn Rabinovitch
ilene yost

annual Campaign
in memory of david Lilly
Knox Foundation

in honor of Liz flinn
judith Frost Lewis and Stephen Lewis

in memory of H.B. thomas
Steven m. Thomas

in honor of anne d. Pick
Barbara p. young

2015 endowment, continued tHe defInItIon of WIdJIWagan:   
exPLorIng CaMP’S fInanCIaL PICture
By Jacqui Holmes, anne Hoyt taff and david Lauth – Members of the Widji financial development Committee

There is one word that best defines YMCA Camp 
Widjiwagan. Your first thoughts might jump to words 
like “canoe” or “GORP” or “backpack” or “biffies.” On 
a larger scale, maybe “Bwca” or “arctic” or “smiles” or 
“memories” comes to mind. we believe the word that 
best defines Widjiwagan is actually much bigger than 
any of these suggestions. That word is:

you.

yOu.

you—as alumni, donors, camper parents, teachers, 
students, campers, ambassadors, volunteers.

we want to share a snapshot of widjiwagan’s 2015 
financial picture with you, because you are the most 
important part of what keeps Widji’s financial picture 
strong year after year. 

widji is a unique organization in many ways, and it has 
a unique financial picture as well—as an organization 
within an organization, the y of the greater Twin 
Cities. To a trained eye, our finances will look different 
than those of other nonprofits, as we are in a financial 
relationship with the greater association and do not 
cover the general costs of overhead (payroll, market-
ing, communication, etc.) as we dug into the numbers, 
we thought deeply about how best to show and share 
camp’s 2015 financial picture, and decided to focus 
on a snapshot of widji’s revenues and expenses. The 
results are clear:

you made our work easy. The charts show that our 
widjiwagan community drives the highest percentage 
of camp’s annual revenue: your contributions 
comprise a total of 23% of 2015 revenues—14% in 
annual contributions and 9% in endowment earnings. 
widjiwagan has the highest number of individual 
donors to our annual fund and one of the largest 
endowment funds of any y branch in our association! 
These donations boost revenue from camper fees, 
expanding the widji experience through scholarships 
to families with financial need. Camper fees continue 
to provide a strong base of financial support that 
keeps camp running—another reflection of the YOU 
in widji. in 2015, a record number of campers came 
to camp—thanks to you, out there championing widji 
and encouraging kids in your lives to explore the camp 
experience. 

Widjiwagan’s continued financial health and 
importance in the lives of campers lies in the strength 
of our widji community. in you. Thank you for making 
widji an important part of your charitable giving, 
estate planning and conversations with friends and 
family. your good work shows. in the numbers. and on 
the faces of kids running across the A-field, trekking 
up Sky Trail or learning to paddle at the TB dock.

you are the reason that the camp experience 
continues. Thank you!  t

2015 revenue 2015 exPenSeS
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anonymous  
1970 Boy norwesters
2012 Summer campers
diana & mark abbott
julia & james adams
Sarah alexander
deborah allan & Lawrence wackett
andrews allen iii
alter metal Recycling
amgen Foundation matching gifts  
 & Staff volunteer program
david & martha anderson
david & virginia anderson
Edward & ann anderson
michael anderson & jane delehanty
winnie anderson
Roger & alicia andre
Richard & pamela andrews
Blake androff
matt & Heather anfang
cathy anson & peter vaughan
Thomas arneson
Richard & paula arnold
joel aslanian
margaret Backstrom
Richard & pamela Backstrom
doug & Kate Bailey
Eric Bailey & Laurie zettler Bailey
matthew Bailey & Kris gendron
walter & virginia Bailey
Robert & Ruth Baker
armand & Beverly Ball
ann Bancroft
Bank of america charitable Foundation
john & Rebecca Bartlett

Elizabeth & mark Barton
gretchen Bell & william Hannaford
The Bell Bern Family
Eric Bendickson & Teresa mastrangelo
Karen & Brett Benson
wendy & david Berg
Kendal Bergman
Bryce & pamela Beverlin
Kevin Bevis & arlene west
chris Bewell
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
joseph & carrie Bird
mark Bixby & Keelin Kane
Tim Bixby & Heather myers
Kurt & Susan Bjorklund
david Blair
mia & neal Blanchett
mike Blandford
jane Blockhus & Henry Emmons
amy Blumenshine & michael Troutman
nathan Blumenshine
marjorie a. Boening
paul H. Boening
Lee & Barbara Boerbon
paul & Sheryl Bolstad
david Booth & ann Tobin
justin Boren
Susan Boren
gretchen & Brian Boyer
Laurel Bradley
david & wendy Brand
Kathleen Brandt
gerald & Karen Bren
clifton Brittain & margaret Ladner
nancy Brittain

curt & adele Brown
james & Susan Brown
Sandra & Richard Brown
william Brown
Steve Bruner & Leah Schmalzbauer
Eric Buetow & Katie madden
john Burke & Kathleen joyce
molly Burke
adam mans & Elizabeth Burnett
polly m. Burnham
jeremy Burns
vicki Burns
Benjamin Bursell
Barbara Keenan Bussen & patrick Bussen
john Bussey
matthew & dawn Bussey
michael & marcia Bussey
patrick & patricia Butler
peter Butler
mark & mary cahill
alex & Suzanne calingaert
Howard & christine cammack
malcolm & Betty cammack
Richard & ann cammack
Heather capuano
gary carlson & jane Howard
judd & Leslie carpenter
Shelley & Kyle carpenter
phil & christy caspers
Bruce casselton & Linda wainio
arta cheney
chevron Humankind program
mary & Bill christman
ann cleaveland
gary & jane clements
climateworks Foundation
geoffrey & joy cline
douglas & Kathleen clock
jeanne cochran & andrew wallace
pete & Tina comfort
andrew commers
jonathan & Beth commers
Steve & angela commers
philip connor & mary jo Erickson-connor
conoco phillips company
anders conway
maxine corder
anne cowie
Elizabeth cowie
john & page cowles
jennifer cox johnson & william johnson
paul craighead  
Brenda cram
The crown construction company inc.
Susan cross
Karen & alan crossley

Samuel crossley
mary & william cunningham
jean & Thomas currie
peter & Leigh currie
grace & john curry
Richard & nancy dana
wendy & jeffrey dankey
jane davis Bennett
Blake & Sandra davis
culver davis jr.
james davis
polly dawkins & nico Brooks
vanessa & david dayton
jay & Rebecca debertin
Titus & Sarah decker
william dickey & Karen Steiner
Steven a. diede
judy diedrichs & patrick van nice
vincent & Kathleen digiorno
william & mary diSomma
julie Brown dobler & daniel dobler
Henry doerr
Kathie doerr
mairi c. doerr
w. Brooks donald & Karen mackenzie
maura donovan & david whitman
maude & Ken dornfeld
driscoll Foundation
cynthia & charles driscoll 
margie duckstad
john & jodie duntley
Karen & Stephen durfee
david & Elizabeth Rice dutcher
dylan E. Eberle
arthur & Katie Eddleston
Ruth Hillgren Ehlen
Thomas & Barbara Elliott
doug & Susan Elsass
Barb & david Elton
nancy & Rolf Engh
Lisa & david Erickson
ann & dwight Ericsson
pam & Steve Erler
Steve Euller & nancy Roehr
Sarah Evert & gary Baker
Elizabeth Fabel & patrick campion
mark & Sara Fabel
joanne & phil Fabel
virginia & jim Fajt
marjorie Fedyszyn & john Rock
Betty Felix
david Feroe & Linda Svitak
nancy Fesler
Bruce Fink
Thomas Finkel & mary ann cunningham
jane Finn

allan & Trine Flinn
charles Flinn & Elizabeth Hayden
charles & jennifer Flinn
Elizabeth L. Flinn
james dorsey Flinsch Sr
Kathryn Flory & james gorney
Follett company
jeanne & phillip Foussard
Roger & marianne Foussard
Barbara Francis
Louise Francis & dennis cusack
marilyn & gregory Franzen
paul & Sue Frederickson
derek Fried & Elisabeth currie
Kirsten Friedman
Richard galloway
michael & Frances galvin
david & Leslie gardner
james & joan gardner
jamie & cindy gardner
Kandise garrison & paul Fish
Edward & dana garvey
Hilary gebauer
Harley gee & Karen Hudson 
Bob & Sue gehrz
Thomas & judith gehrz
The geisler Family
jean gendron
jeanette mielke gerritz
R. james gesell
greg & Tammy gilbert
Barbara gipple
Rachel & arnold glick
jeri glick-anderson & charles anderson
jean K. godfrey
ann & Tracy godfrey
paul & mary Sue godfrey
david goldes & Sheryl mousley
Katherine g. goodrich
google matching gift program
michael grace
william gray
Sue & Bob greenberg
ann i. guhman
glen & nancy gunderson
Rose m. gustafson
george guthrie & Suzanne Stamatov
jean guttman
Susan guzmich & james Kunin
michael Habermann
jennifer & Scott Hagberg
john & marti Hale
jan & Sue Halverson
jay Hambidge & melissa driscoll
christine Hammes
albert & janice Hammond

2015 capital & endowment donors
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jack Hanna
Richard & christine Hansen
jeffrey R. Hanson
norman & jane Hanson
jan & Tom Hardel
paul Hark & Beth mcinerny
carey & Laura Harrold
john & Regina Hawkinson
geoffrey & Shawn Haynes
dana Hazel & michael vespasiano
gregory p. Heberlein
Richard Henke
Lisa Henner & caroline criste
jeffrey Henriques Sr.
jeffrey Henriques & Laurie Frost
Emily Hepburn
The Herman Family
Edrys a. Heywood
Tom Hiendlmayr & jan Ormasa
Lisa Higgs & Tobias Kohler
Steve & Betsy Hill
geoffrey & Linda Hirt
christine & douglas Hlavacek
ann Hobbie & jeff Benjamin
Russell & cynthia Hobbie

Sarah Hobbie & jacques Finlay
Laurie & glenn Hockett
greg & Samantha Holloway
mark Holloway & jennifer Brown
douglas & victoria Holmen
Hp your cause
mary Horak Binger
james & nancy Horn
david & allison Howe
john & judith Howe
ginny Howick
anne Hoyt Taff & Timothy Quealy
Sandra & Steven Hunt
missy & craig Huppert
john & Laurie Huseby
john & Ruth Huss
molly ibister
james & debbie ingebretsen
john ipsen & Kristan wegerson
john & Harriette irvine
Stanley & janet jacobson
Stephen & paula jantzen
Francis & Sally jo jefferson
david & judy jerde
david a. jerde

Erik & Elizabeth jerde
Kathleen jerde
mark jerde
pete & anna jeronimus
dwight & patrice jewson
andrea johnson & david Fry 
Bjorn johnson
Bonnie & david johnson
daniel johnson
Frank & meredith johnson
jeffrey & nancy johnson
joe & Suzanne johnson
Kirsten johnson
Kristin & william johnson
Lyle & corky johnson
nick johnson & amy white
peter johnson
Sara & Kris johnson
ward & charlotte johnson -   
 gordon & jeanne Shepard Family  
 Fund of The Saint paul Foundation
Louise & Richard jones
canan Karatekin
Sally & john Katter
Esther & martin Kellogg
jennifer & william Kellogg
joseph & joanne Kellogg
dawn & jim Kerwin
Bruce Killips
david Kilpatrick & julie Schultz
philip & ginna Kilpatrick
Stephanie & Scott King
Kas Kinkead & marty Babcock
Brian & jane Kise
douglas & melissa Kleemeier
Sally & anders Knutzen
nina Koch & david uher
marian E. Kramer
Tom & cheryl Kranz
paul & ann Kreiser
james & gail LaFave
jan & Robb Lageson
Kevin Lagos & mai Lee
vanessa Laird & Timothy Raylor
mary Lou Lamain
william & anne Langford
charles & Harriett Larkin
jean Larson
jean & Stephen Lauer
Brett Laursen
gail Laursen
caroline Lauth
george & Katie Lawson
gregory & molly Leifeld
Eric & Laurel Lein
mary Levins

judith Frost Lewis & Stephen Lewis
R.c. Lilly Foundation
albert & Terese Lindeke
caroline Lindeke & Robert wolff
Reid & anne Lindquist
Hua & Feng Liu
james & mary ann Lockhart
The Lodge Family
peter & Karen Loewenson
norman Lorentzsen & donna Boller
Heidi Losinski & Steven Hamer
gary Lowenberg
Stephen Lucke & colleen Short Lucke
armin & virginia Luehrs
Keo & Robert Lukefahr
Kay Lyford
Kent & Barbara Lyford
jean macconnachie & john Kearns
james & nan macdonald
Thomas & judith mackenzie
william & Katherine mackenzie Family  
 Fund of The Saint paul Foundation
Hilary & Fritz magnuson
virginia g. magnuson
Bruce & jean maher
Robert & melinda maher
penny maines & Knute johnson
Bonnie mairs
Sara mairs & daniel Steinhacker
Kris maritz
phyllis maritz
merle & Sandra mattson
Steve mattson
abigail mayer
david & Sherla mayer
peter & Rebecca mayer
Linda & Robert mcandrew
cheryl mcBride
mccarthy-Bjorklund Foundation
Shannon & ann mccauley
daniel mcconville
The mccoy Family
melanie mccully
jonathan mcdonagh
Robert mcKlveen & Ellen jones
Robert & Susan mcLaren
Terry & mary mcnellis
Karen & monte mecklenburg
Hugh & mary meier
alida R. messinger
Lynne meyer & mary walser
merck Foundation
microsoft matching gift Funds
Howard mielke
Elizabeth & john miller
judith miller

Laura miller
Shayle miller & jin-Soo Kim
george & Rita mills
Ran & Beth miner
david & Kari mink
minneapolis Otolaryngology
Lee mitau & Karin Birkeland
Kathryn mitchell & Terrance Brueck
daniel & Susan monroe
Bjorn & margot monson
monsanto Fund
james & Betsy moore
jonathan & martha morgan
john & anne munholland
anne & david murphy
john m. murphy jr.
Elizabeth & greg murray
Robert & marcie musser
Kenneth & marnie myhre
Laura myntti & Leif Selkregg
joy neily & david Kareken
Sarah neimeyer & joe warren
valerie nelson
uri neren
nedra nicholls
john & Barbara norton
james novotny
Thomas noyes
nuveen investment Holdings
Timothy & Francine O’Brien
jesse Okie & mary Harrington
Robert Olander Ecology Fund of the  
 Orange county community Foundation
judith Olsen
joan Ostergren & james alexander
doug & phyl Ostergren
Barbara S. Owens
Frances & mark paper
Beverly & jerome patt
Edward patterson & Susan Schloff
julie Sonier & john patterson
Thomas & Sally patterson
Steve patzman
john pearson
Elizabeth & william pedersen
Rene & Barbara pelletier
Suzanne permuth & Thomas neufeld
Susanna pershern
patricia peterson
Ralph & joyce peterson
Richard & Linda peterson
anne d. pick
Karen pick & john pierce
peter & carolyn pierce
Kimberly & Timothy pilgrim
william pilicer

2015 capital & endowment donors, continued

a dozen WaYS to Be InvoLved WItH WIdJI 
• attend the Spring Banquet in april 

• Like Widji on Facebook 

• Volunteer at the Spring or Fall Garage Sale 

• Share your Widji Story on our website  

• Volunteer as a greeter at the Widji bus this summer 

• Send us your current email to receive our newsletter 

• Visit thewidjiway.com to add your voyageur or  
  Mountaineer route to the interactive archive 

• Attend the Prairie Burn Music Festival this fall 

• Give a summer brochure to a neighbor or relative  

• Make a donation to help send a kid to camp this summer 

• Attend the Widji Winter Warm Up speaker series next   
  winter 

• Volunteer for the Annual Campaign to help raise 
  

  
scholarship funds

 
for more information : 
Visit: widji.org • Email: info@widji.org  • Call: 651-645-6605
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Bob & mary ann pinckney
piragis northwoods company
Rachelle & charles plante
carl & Eloise pohlad Family Foundation
james pojman & patricia Bradley
Susan pollock & carla Bates
dave & mary ponthan
Truman & noelyn porter
nancy g. priedeman
Earl & mary jo Quehl
winfried & Kay Raabe
Thomas m. Racciatti
daniel Raether & Susan gunderson
Roger & nancy Ralston
Linda & dominic Ramacier
melissa Raphan & Thomas Rock
john Ratigan
Bruce Redmon & connie manske
catherine Reeves & Steven utne
david & colleen Reitan
Roland & debra Renfro
jane & john Reusch
gary & gale Rick
jeff & Roxanne Rick
Robert Rick & joanne Oyen
jon Ridge & judi mikolai
john & arlis Riedel
john & nancy Rinn
Brad Rixmann
Edward Robertson
Tracy & amery Robinson
gwyneth Rochlin
Barbara & win Rockwell
Samuel Rockwell
john & Sandra Roe Foundation -  
 a signature fund of the minneapolis  
 Foundation
Susan Roe & joshua glenn
Lucy Rogers & Larry grant
john Rosenthal & Sally drach
chuck & Katherine Rothstein 
jennifer Roy
philemon c. & Barbara Blanch Roy, jr.  
 Fund of The Saint paul Foundation 
virginia Ruddy
donna Runyon
Lois Runyon Kadlec
janice & john Rupert
Kurt & Lesley ann Rusterholz
paul Rusterholz &  
 Barbara Lomas Rusterholz
Sandra & james Rutzick
alan & Sally Ruvelson
dennis & Kelly Ryan
Lehan & carol Ryan
john & Elizabeth Sagan

gretchen & jonathan Sage-martinson
Kathy & Ted Saltzman
joan & david Sample
mark Sandercott & nancy jacobs
john Saxhaug & Lynn Rabinovitch
Stephen & Teresa Saxton
Mara Schanfield
Elizabeth & john Schiffmann
Hugh & margaret Schilling
mahlon & Karen Schneider
janet & cedric Schrankler
dawn Schroeder
mark & Lisa Schroeder
caroline Schultz & matthew Seltzer
Kate a. Schwartz
Kathleen & Fritz Schwarz
penelope Scialla
mark Scott & Barbara Billington
Kenneth Scully Fund of the catholic  
 community Foundation
Emily Seesel
Sewell Family Foundation
grace & Rick Sheely
Skeewaxsur members
john Shepard & Suzanne Brust -  
 gordon & jeanne Shepard Family Fund  
 of The Saint paul Foundation
Stanley & Lucy Shepard
john & mary Siegler
william & virginia Simek
Kurt & Fay Simer
peter & cynthia Simer
ann & jay Simonson
Lee & peg Skold
Thomas & Susan Smegal
Helene Smith
joe & Lindsay Smith
Stephen Snyder
Erica perl & george j. Socha, jr.
Eric Sondermann & Tracy dunning
Elspeth Springsted
david St. peter  
alex Starns
Byron & connie Starns
Edward Starns
Kathryn Starns
jennifer Steans & jim Kastenholz
molly Stenovec
melissa & Tim Stoddart
mary & mark Stoick
Benjamin Storey
court Storey & pamela neary
Robert & Karen Stubenvoll
Stacy Suberg & Eric Loukas
mary Sullivan-Rickey & philip Rickey
joanne Sunquist & Tom pritzker

deborah Sussex
Tom & Laura Swain
nicholas Swanson-Hysell
Slater & cynthia Tai
Renee Tasaka
cari Templeton
mark Ten Eyck & LaRaye Osborne
Terra Firma Building & Remodeling
mike & Hannah Texler
Lindsey Thomas & david Lauth
Tom Thomas
Rolf Thompson & cj jacobson
nancy & Bruce Thomson
Brian & danita Thyr
jacquelyn Tofte
Travelers Foundation Employee giving  
 program
john & Bonnie Traver
jesse & Rita Trentadue
james & marianne ude
ulland investment advisors
united Technologies

joy R. van
gary & judy vars
jane & james vernon
jeff wadley
greg waibel
gail wallinga & Susan Langston
david & monica walsh
Erin walsh & Katie Fritz
carol warren
diane wartnick
Bessie wasenda & Tanya Bergman
jennette wasmund
marcus & jacqueline waterbury
Bruce & marianne watt
Scott & martha weicht
philip weiler
jason & jennifer weinzirl
Barbara & william welke
Stephen & Katherine wellington
jo anne & Lafcadio welsch
peter & Lisa west
mark & mary westra

Frederick T. weyerhaeuser  
 irrevocable Trust
nancy wheeler Handlon & chuck Handlon
jim & ann wheeler
david & Suzanne white
mason & pamela white
philip & christina white
Barbara & Robert wieman
Robert R. wilke
debra wilkens-costello & patrick costello
Frank & Frances wilkinson
Kay williams
Terry & Barbara williams
daniel & Ruth willius
peter wilson
david wright & debra Smith-wright
annie & Steven yetter
wendy youngren
max zarling  
patricia zurlo

2015 capital & endowment donors, continued
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hudson baY  
$5,000-$10,000

peter & Sally anson
Brown Family Foundation inc
john & Ruth Huss
joyful women Fund

advanced exploReR 
 $2,500-$4,999

matthew Bailey & Kris gendron
clifton Brittain & margaret Ladner
Steve Euller & nancy Roehr
The Herman Family
Kas Kinkead & marty Babcock
philip & Katherine nason Fund  
 of the Saint paul Foundation
Northfield Lines, Inc.
Thomas & Sally patterson
anne pick
R.c. Lilly Foundation
john Shepard & Suzanne Brust
Terhuly Foundation inc.
united Technologies
Barbara & william welke

exploReR 
 $1,500-$2,499

anonymous
Elizabeth Burnett & adam mans
james davis
ann & dwight Ericsson
cindy & jamie gardner
james & joan gardner
Stephen H. mahle
Tom m. Racciatti
Sandra Roe
Robert & Karen Stubenvoll
mark Ten Eyck & LaRaye Osborne
john & amy Tillotson
upper Lakes Foods, inc.

Wind River 
 $1,000-$1,499

diana & mark abbott
annelie & Shawn Bergerson
Karen & alan crossley
Lisa & david Erickson
Liz Flinn
derek Fried & Elisabeth currie
david & Leslie gardner
Edward & dana garvey
Robert & Sue gehrz
Sue & Bob greenberg

Tom Hiendlmayr & jan Ormasa
david & judy jerde
david Kilpatrick & julie Schultz
Knox Foundation
john & Susan Kolb
david Lauth & Lindsey Thomas
judith Frost Lewis & Stephen Lewis
mark & nancy mammel
phyllis maritz
margo mccreary & peter doughty
john & judy miner
Theodore p. naegeli
nicholson Family Foundation -  
 Richard & nancy nicholson
Timothy & Francine O’Brien
Ryan & Kimberly pederson
peter & carolyn pierce
melissa Raphan & Thomas Rock
john & arlis Riedel donor advised Fund of  
 the national philanthropic Trust
john Rosenthal & Sally drach
jennifer Roy
Henry Slawson
jennifer Steans & jim Kastenholz
nancy & Bruce Thomson
Kirsten Tinglum-Friedman &  
 Richard Friedman
jerry wenger
Barbara p. young

Quetico  
$500-$999

anonymous-2
anastasi jellum, pa
matt & Heather anfang
joel & Sandy aslanian
walt & ginger Bailey
mike Blandford
philip Bush & Kathy Bishop
mike & marcia Bussey
Shelley & Kyle carpenter
Sarah R. caruso
pat connolly & Emma Quinlan
peter & Leigh currie
Blake & Sandra davis
judith derauf
william dickey & Karen Steiner
Steven diede & anne zerby
Thomas & Barbara Elliott
charles Flinn & Elizabeth Hayden
Kathryn Flory & james gorney
Edward Foster & Laura Tiffany
Louise Francis & dennis cusack
jeri glick-anderson & charles anderson

google matching gifts program
anne & james Hartnett
Steven & Elizabeth Hill
Sarah Hobbie & jacques Finlay
Esther & martin Kellogg
joseph & joanne Kellogg
Eric & Laurel Lein
anne & Reid Lindquist
peter & Karen Loewenson
marsh & mcLennan companies, inc.
Karen & monte mecklenburg
Lynne meyer & mary walser
Elizabeth & john miller
monsanto Fund
Kenneth & marnie myhre
arthur page & anne Bergman
Thomas paper & Eleanor Bigelow
ned patterson & Susan Schloff
john patterson & julie Sonier
george & alta pederson
Roberta pisa
dr. john & donna plunkett
joan marie preston
jane & john Reusch
Scott & Teresa Roussin
john Saxhaug & Lynn Rabinovitch
Lee Schafer & Tanya Bell
Kate a. Schwartz
Richard & Sandra Scott
Lee & peg Skold
Erica perl & george j. Socha, jr.
david St. peter
paul & Barbara Sugden
Steven m. Thomas
Susan & Sean Truman
Katherine Turnbull
Sally nystuen vahle & Tim vahle 
gary & judy vars
michael & janice weum
john & janice wilke
Skip wilke
Terry & Barbara williams
Earl & guri windahl

bighoRn  
$250-$499

Brian anderson
david & martha anderson
Roger & alicia andre
paul aslanian
margaret Backstrom
Richard & debbie Bancroft
john & Rebecca Bartlett
Eric Bauman

joseph & carrie Bird
mia & neal Blanchett
Thomas & Teresa Boatman
deborah H. Boehm
marjorie a. Boening
paul H. Boening
iris & Steven Borowsky
gerald & Karen Bren
victoria Taylor Broadie & Thomas Broadie
donald Brunnquell & Sally Scoggin
Benjamin Bursell
Lucy cosgrove & joseph Larsen
james & Kathleen cowie
Thomas & jean currie
Blake & Toni davis
Suzanne & don dilla
julie Brown dobler & daniel dobler 
w. Brooks donald & Karen mackenzie
maude & Ken dornfeld
Sally durgerian & allan Schwabacher
Robert Eberle & Hope Hartup
marjorie Fedyszyn & john Rock

Thomas Finkle & mary ann cunningham
marilyn & gregory Franzen
judith gavin
jean gendron
glaxoSmithKline Foundation
christine & douglas Hlavacek
jacqueline Holmes
nancy Sherwood johnson & Thomas 
johnson 
jennifer & Bill Kellogg
Stephen & jane Kilgriff
Les & janice Klos
Tom & cheryl Kranz
mary Lou wood Lamain
james Lee & jean miller
Sarah & Ernest Lehmann 
Bonnie Lohman & Emily Sturm
Bruce & jean maher
ann & chris malecek
Bruce Redmon & connie manske
dave & Sherla mayer
Sean mccauley & joselyn Raymundo

2015 annual campaign 2015 annuaL CaMPaIgn SuCCeSS
The 2015 annual campaign raised a total of $216,250 in donations. 
camp widjiwagan is fortunate to have dedicated volunteers who 
donate time every year to contact our alumni, campers, staff, family 
members and friends to raise money for this important campaign. The 
funds raised support camperships, which helped 82 summer campers 
fund their 2015 summer trip. in addition, 413 participants received 
assistance through the Outdoor Learning program during the fall, winter 
or spring.  This annual campaign also supports staff training and devel-
opment, repairs and replaces trail equipment, wood canoe maintenance 
and funds to purchase safety equipment.

The campaign to raise funds for 2015 took place in the fall of 2014 
and was chaired by mary stoick and ned patterson. many thanks 
to mary and ned, and the following chairs and all of our other 
volunteers:

annuaL campaign TEam:   
admin. volunteers:   jenny Hagberg  
general calling:  david Kilpatrick and mary Stoick 
Board division:   david Lauth 
major gifts:   matt Bailey and Sandra Samuelson 
Team Leaders:   matt Bailey, Tom Hiendlmayr, david Lauth, 
ned patterson, Sandra Samuelson, court Storey and amy white

a special thanks to the 75 general call night volunteers and to the 
41 major gift campaigners who dedicated time and energy to support 
experiences for youth at widji.  
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duncan & Karen mcLean
mary & Terry mcnellis
Shayle miller & jin-Soo Kim
morgan Stanley charitable Spending 
account
jonathan & martha morgan
anne & david murphy
Sarah neimeyer & joe warren
james novotny
doug & phyl Ostergren
patricia peterson
judy & Ronald plante
anna Racer & peter Skold
Roger & nancy Ralston
Linda & dominic Ramacier
catherine Reeves & Steven utne
jeff & Roxanne Rick
philip j. Rickey
j. Timothy Ritchie
donna Roles & Terence neavin
chuck & Katherine Rothstein
virginia Ruddy
Lehan & carol Ryan
The Schuster Family
john & mary Siegler
cynthia & peter Simer
Robert & Kimberly Smith
joan Sorenson & wayne jennings
connie & Byron Starns
diane & Tom Steele
Leo & christine Stern
chris Stewart & carol cooksley
joanne Sunquist & Tom pritzker
Tom & Laura Swain
john H. Tilloston
david & monica walsh
Stephen & Katherine wellington
Sarah western & Henry Sullivan
amy white & nick johnson
philip & christina white
wendy youngren

bWca  
$100-$249

anonymous-2
michael alter & anjali goel
Blake androff
Thomas arneson
armand & Beverly Ball
ann Bancroft
debbie & Richard Bancroft
Elizabeth & mark Barton
wendy & david Berg
Bryce & pamela Beverlin
paul & Kati Bieganski

Kurt & Susan Bjorklund
janet Bliss & james Hands
david Booth & ann Tobin
Roger & Ronnie Lee Brooks
carolyn j. Brusseau
Roger & jane Burkhardt
The cahill Family
patricia callaghan
Howard & christine cammack
Renee campion
Bonnie carlson-green & martin green
jeanne cochran & andrew wallace
jonathan & Beth commers
marie & christopher commers
patricia conboy
philip connor & mary jo Erickson-connor
alexander cook
william & maureen cosgriff
anne cowie
Elizabeth cowie
Lawrence & Kathryn craighead 
paul & Rachel craighead
michael & pamela crane
grace & john curry
marilynn curtis
peter curtis
Katie & mike danielson
amie davis
della Robbia, inc
neil derechin & Beatrice Rothweiler
james dier
Sara & jock donaldson
carolyn & Sara Ellstra
Ruth Erickson & masahiko Taketomo  
nancy Fesler
Louis Fink & pamela grich
jennifer Fleming
deborah Fulton
michael & Frances galvin
Susan gardner
The garrard Family
Kandise garrison & paul Fish
Tom & judy gehrz
The geisler Family
R. james gesell
Timothy & Sealy ann gilles
candace ginsberg
john goggin & julie weighter
david goldes & Sheryl mousley
Katherine g. goodrich
michele & Robert graves
E.d. & annalee gray
Kate greenberg
william gruening & megan davidson
amy Hadow
jenny & Scott Hagberg

The Halloran Family
Elizabeth Hand
joey Hann
Susan Hann & james Kellner
norm & jane Hanson
mary Harrington & jesse Okie
greg Harvey
mark & carol Hawkinson
geoffrey & Shawn Haynes
Richard Henke
william & charlotte Herman
Russell & cynthia Hobbie
mary & william Hollinshead
greg & Samantha Holloway
jan & Katherine Horak
cynthia Howard & Thomas Lubeck
gladys L. Howell
Sandra & Steven Hunt
deborah & james ingebretsen
Francis & Sally jo jefferson
dwight & patrice jewson
Shotsy & ward johnson

Eric johnson
Sara & Kris johnson
ingrid johnson-Evavold & chris Evavold
Larry jones
Louise & Richard jones
marion jordan
martha Kaiser
Karl Kaufmann
douglas Kelley & janice whitney
peter & greta Kelsey
Bruce Killips
philip & ginna Kilpatrick
jeffrey & gretchen Lang
andrew Larson
Roberta Leas
Lavonne & james Liljedahl
deanna & Brett Lillemoe
ann & matt Lind
darwyn & marie Linder
Karen Lindig & gary Bond
Heidi Losinski & Steven Hamer
armin & virginia Luehrs

Stacey mackay
gregory & nancy madsen
Bonnie mairs
Sara mairs & daniel Steinhacker
dan mcconville
mike & nikki mccullough
melanie mccully
Timothy & patricia mcgree
merjent, inc.
david & Kathleen miller
judith miller
Laura & zachary miller
Ranlet & Beth miner
david & Kari mink
Bjorn & margot monson
james & Betsy moore
gerald moriarty & patricia penovich
james & nancy mulvey
joseph & Kathryn nasvik
Sallie neall
Russell & nancy nelson
marc & Heidi Ochtrup-dekeyrel

2015 annual campaign
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carl & peggy Ohrn
judith Olsen
Karin Olson
joan Ostergren & james alexander
Roger & marilyn Otte
potter & maggie palmer
Robert & julie paschke
The perleberg Family
Suzanne permuth & Thomas neufeld
Bryan & Elizabeth pershing
mary E.H. peterson
Stuart & corrine peterson
Susan peterson & Robert Black
Robert power & connie Ford
Timothy Quealy & anne Hoyt Taff 
Lisa Raisner
jeff & mary Ranta
Thomas Rauenhorst & Karen pennington
cynthia & alexander Read
Roland & debra Renfro
gale & w. derek Robb
Edward Robertson
Bethanne Rochlin Kronick
Susan Roe & joshua glenn
Susan Roe
Thomas & dorothea Rose
maureen Ruddy Schulz
martin Ruddy & dina Kountoupes
Ronald & carolyn Rude
Sandra & james Rutzick
dennis & Kelly Ryan
jennifer Sahlin
Sandra Samuelson
Evan Sandercott
Elizabeth & Thomas Sather
charles Sawyer
Steven Schaefer & jayne Ritter
Paul & Karen Schanfield
Bill Scherado construction LLc. 
charles Scherado
jeffrey Schmidt
Kathleen & Fritz Schwarz
Kurt Schwarz
mark Scott & Barbara Billington
john & Sheilah Seaberg
Stephen & Sharon Segal
craig & maureen Shaver
Lansing Shepard
Stanley & Lucy Shepard
Kurt & Fay Simer
anne Slaughter perrote
Thomas & Susan Smegal
Helene Smith
Karen & Bruce Smith
Kathryn & Rick Smock

Sarah & Ryan Solberg
amy & alexander Squitieri
alex Starns
Edward Starns
Kathryn Starns
Richard & virginia Stockwell
mary & mark Stoick
court Storey & pamela neary
carole & Rafael Suarez
Thomas & arlene Swain
Slater & cynthia Tai
Travis & anna Thompson
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans  
  matching gifts
Brian & danita Thyr
jesse Trentadue & Rita Reusch
james & Kris ulland
unitedHealth group Foundation
joy R. van
carol warren
michael washburn
Frances watson & james Britton
cooper weeks
ann westra
mark & mary westra
Frederick j. weyerhaeuser
nancy & Ted weyerhaeuser
jim & ann wheeler
Ross E. whitcher
david & Suzanne white
patrick & Elda white
james & Elizabeth whitney
debra wilkens-costello & patrick costello
jeffrey & Sally willius
Sandra B. worthing
mr. james m. zappa
max E. zarling
patricia zurlo

isle RoYale  
up to $99

anonymous
nancy abbott
The aderhold Family
Lily ahrens
prudence ahrens
Sarah O. alexander
deborah allan & Lawrence wackett
andrews allen iii
Richard allyn
Elizabeth & Robert andersen
Logan anderson
Rozlyn d. anderson
Sarah anderson
julie andrus

alison & zurich awes
Richard & pamela Backstrom
david Baird
andrew & angela Barker
The Bell Bern Family
michael & Sue Benskey
george & jean Bentley
Kendal Bergman & jeff Schiller
john & claire Bergstrom
Brent Berwin
arnold & pauline Bialke
T. peter & Linda Blyth
jay Boren
Kathy & Luis Borges
Sally S. Bradford
Laurel Bradley
Kathleen Briguet
Rutherford Brosious
christopher & Sally Brown
donald L. Bruestle
Steve Bruner & Leah Schmalzbauer
christine g. Buetow
daniel & Kara Buhr
claire Burgeson
jacob cahill
gerald & judy campbell
mary B. carlton
Sally caruso
The cohen Family
james collinge
john & janet comfort
Hilarie & caitlin conboy
Shawn cope
Brenda cram
Bill & mary cunningham
andrew currie
Tonya & marcel de jong
allison domicone
Steven & Terry dondlinger
Kathleen donohue
celeste dornfeld
Frederick driscoll
Beth Rice dutcher & dave dutcher
Ruth Hillgren Ehlen
john Ekberg
william F. Erickson
Kristi Fackel & Thomas Halverson
nora Flynn
dorothy & Frederick Forro
Frederick & dorothy Forro
Thomas France
james & carol Fruehling
gillian a. gadenne
Benjamin p. gardner
alison garey

christopher garey
jean gehrz
Robert geist
mary a. genalo
patrick & martha gerkey
greg & Tammy gilbert
Barbara gipple
ann & Tracy godfrey
jean godfrey 
paul & mary Sue godfrey
Timothy & julie godfrey
john & Lisa graham
Tina gray
Elizabeth griesse & Randy woodworth
Joseph P. Griffith
Katie Griffith
Timothy griswold
Leah gruhn & jere’ mohr
george guthrie & Suzanne Stamatov
mary & guillermo gutknecht
jean guttman
joseph Haase
Hannah Habermann
michael E. Habermann
don & Kathleen Haines
julia Hale
Katherine Hale
Lori & Scott Hamilton
christine Hammes
Richard & christine Hansen
Richard Hansen & Lynnette Hess-Hansen
jan & Tom Hardel
Larene Hark
august & anne Haugan
john & Regina Hawkinson
audrey Haynes
Emily Heck
grace m. Heneghan
meike & Robert Hengelfelt
Reuben F. Henriques
jonathon E. Herringer
Thomas & Elizabeth Heywood
zachary Hills-Bonczyk
Laurie & glenn Hockett
mark Holloway & Briley Brown Holloway
Linda Honebrink
allison Horick
missy & craig Huppert
william ingebretsen
Laurel ipsen
The iverson Family
Sarah jackson
Erica & Tom jacobson
Stanley & janet jacobson
margaret & james janis

john & Linda jeffery
Erik & Elizabeth jerde
christopher johnson & corene adams
Frank & meredith johnson
gary johnson
Sally & Loren johnson
peter & deb Keenan
mary & Edward Keirstead
Elizabeth Kimberly
Stephanie & Scott King
Theodora j. Koeppen
marian E. Kramer
colleen Krebs
Barclay Kruse
john & madelyn LaFave
jan & Robb Lageson
juanita Lagos-Benson & chris Benson
maury & julie Landsman
Katja Lange
christopher Lauth
Katherine Lauth
joy Leibman
gregory & molly Leifeld
john Leininger & jennifer Hengelfelt
irving & gwen Lerner
Barbie & Sara Lynn Levine
Rebecca & chris Levine
albert & Terese Lindeke
Kaia Lindquist
jesse Lorenz
gary Lowenberg
maribeth Lundeen
greg mackie
margaret macneal
Hilary & Fritz magnuson
Robert & Helen mairs
anna markham
john martin
Linda & Robert mcandrew
Elspeth & F. william mcclelland
marguerite & Robert mccormick
george & Rita mills
Esther miner
david & Fredrica montgomery
Sharon morrissey & donald Baierl
Sophie munholland & john porter
patricia murphy
chris & Shannon murray
phil & Lynda murray
charlotte muzzi
c. Roger & Lavonne nelson
julie & jp newman
claire O’Brien
Katherine O’Brien
catherine O’dell

2015 annual campaign
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2015 foundation support
Hugh j. andersen Foundation -  
 wilderness Outreach and Environmental Education 
andersen corporate Foundation -  
 wilderness Outreach and Environmental Education 
anonymous - capital and Endowment 
anonymous,  via Fidelity charitable gift Fund -  
 annual giving and capital 
Sally a. anson Fund of The minneapolis Foundation -   
 annual giving 
Bren Family Fund of the Fidelity charitable gift Fund -   
 annual giving 
Brown Family Foundation - annual giving 
mans Burnett Family charitable Fund at Schwab charitable  
 - annual giving 
Sarah R. caruso Foundation of the uBS Foundation -   
 annual giving 
cowie Family Fund of the T.Rowe price program for   
 charitable giving - annual giving 
Lisa and david Erickson Fund at Schwab charitable
Steve Euller and nancy Roehr Family charitable Fund of   
 vanguard - annual giving

john and gina Hawkinson advised Fund of grand Rapids   
 area community Foundation - annual giving 
john and Ruth Huss Fund of The Saint paul Foundation   
 -annual giving 
joyful women Fund - annual giving 
Knox Foundation - annual giving 
Lehmann Family Fund of The Saint paul Foundation - 
 annual giving 
Eric and Laurel Lein charitable Fund at Schwab charitable
R. c. Lilly Foundation - annual giving 
macdonald Family conscience Fund - annual giving
william and Katherine mackenzie Family Fund of  
 The Saint paul Foundation - Endowment 
mcKlveen jones charitable Fund at Schwab charitable -   
 capital 
meredith Fund of the women’s Foundation - Endowment
philip and Katherine nason Fund of  
 The Saint paul Foundation - annual giving 
nicholson Family Foundation -  
 Richard and nancy nicholson Fund - annual giving 
 

Robert Olander Ecology Fund of the Orange county   
 community Foundation - Endowment 
douglas and phyllis Ostergren Family Fund of  
 The Saint paul Foundation - annual giving 
Racciatti Family Fund of the vanguard charitable gift Fund  
 - annual giving Endowment 
john and arlis Riedel Fund of national philanthropic Trust -  
 annual giving 
Scott charitable gift Fund at Schwab charitable -  
 annual giving 
gordon and jeanne Shepard Family Fund of the  
 Saint paul Foundation - capital and Endowment 
Terhuly Foundation - annual giving 
united way of the greater Twin cities designated gifts -   
 annual giving and capital 
walser Family Foundation of The Saint paul Foundation -   
 annual giving and Endowment 
william and Barbara welke charitable Fund at vanguard   
 charitable - annual giving 
Rick weyerhaeuser and annie Brewster Fund of the Fidelity   
 charitable gift Fund - annual giving 

allison Oldfather
nanci Olesen & Steven Epp
gary & Lynn Olson
Barbara S. Owens
catherine perron
Rolf & carolyn peterson
jay & Barbara pfaender
Katherine pierce
Kimberly & Timothy pilgrim
dashiell potter
michael pretel & Leslie dwight
christian & Elizabeth preus
david & carol Rankin
jim Rataczak
Benjamin Ratzlaff
julia Reich
jamieLyn & john Reinschmidt
Stephen & marietta Rice
jon Ridge & judith mikolai
Elaine Rock
peter Rode & anne Hibbard
Lily Rogers-grant
norman & patricia Rustad
Kurt & Lesley ann Rusterholz
paul Rusterholz & Barbara 
Lomas Rusterholz
Leroy & Helen Sahlin

Rebecca Salter
Sally & michael Salter
Emerson Sample
alexandra Samuelson
connie & Kenneth Sansome
Elizabeth & john Schiffmann
margaret Schoeller
dawn Schroeder
Samuel Schroeder
Ralph & dorothy Schwartz
Teri carlson Shipps
william & virginia Simek
nan Skelton & peter Leach
Richard Hamilton Smith
james & ana Solem
Shirley Solomon
mark Sova & julie Ellefson
Helen Sprainer
Byron & ann Sugden
mark & Elizabeth Sugden
Scott Sugden
Ben Swanson-Hysell
christine & annop Tantisunthorn
Rolf Thompson & cj jacobson
nicholas Thyr
Kathryn Tiede
joe & Lisa van clock

Linda van Ryn
Leif vandersteen
The vargo Family
angus a. vaughan
john & Heidi von Bergen
adrian wackett
nancy & david wagner
Erin walsh & Katie Fritz
jason & jennifer weinzirl
david & Sara wellington
grace werner
christine & nelson whyatt
Sarah & john carl williams 
geoffrey L. winningham
andrea & Heath winters
jeanne & gregory wright
annie & Steven yetter & Family
Keely young-dixon

2015 annual campaign

2015 MatCHIng gIftS 
Bank of america charitable Foundation  
google matching gifts program   
Hewlett packard matching gift programs  
medtronic Foundation matching gift program  
merjent, inc.    
microsoft matching gifts program   
monsanto Fund    
pitney Bowes    
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans matching gifts  
Travelers Foundation - Employee giving  
united Technologies  
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